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1888  Newspaper 

Frank  Butler  of  Topsfield  recently 
donated  2 surviving  pages  of  the 
Saturday,  June  2"**  issue  of  the  now 
defunct  Boston  Beacon  newspaper 
which  his  daughter  in  Michigan 
found  in  back  of  an  old  family 
portrait.  In  addition  to  interesting 
ads  for  items  such  as  suits  for  $3  and 
rye  whisky  for  $1.25  per  bottle,  there 
appears  a sermon  by  the  Reverend 
David  Gregg  of  the  Park  Street 
Church  on  the  subject  of  “The  Future 
Minister”,  which  might  have  been 
written  today  based  upon  some  of  his 
observations  of  people.  A letter  has 
been  sent  to  the  Park  Street  Church 
to  determine  if  they  would  like  this 
rare  original  to  add  to  their  archives. 


Kimball  Scholarship 

As  reported  earlier,  three  awards 
totalling  $15,000  were  given  in 
2004;  to  Matthew  Diamond  for 
college  expenses,  to  Gordon  College 
Professor  David^Goss  for  student 
creation  of  a paper  and  exhibit  on 
Topsfield  and  the  American 
Revolution,  and  to  the  Topsfield 
Elementary  School  Committee  for  a 
5*  grade  enrichment  program  on  the 
histoiy  of  Topsfield.  The  November 
17*  issue  of  the  Village  Reporter 
covered  the  Gordon  College  project. 


Welcome/ 


Welcome  new  members  Alexandra 
and  Jan  De  Buy  Wenniger  and  Grace 
Vanner  Steward! 


Town  Hail  Clock  Lighting 

On  Saturday,  December  4**',  the  Town 
Hall  clock  lighting  was  officially  turned 
on,  coinciding  with  the  annual  Memory 
Tree  lighting  ceremony.  Thanks  to  Ted 
Famham,  lighting  consultant.  Nippy 
Wells  for  partial  funding,  Norm  Isler  and 
Bob  W inship  for  conceiving  and 
managing  the  project,  Steve  Shephard  of 
the  Park  & Cemetery  Department  and  the 
Fire  Department  for  aerial  assistance,  and 
of  course  thanks  also  to  the  Society.  A 
light  detector  will  turn  on  the  high- 
intensity  175W  lamp  and  a timer  will 
turn  it  off.  It  makes  a nice  addition  to  the 
1873  historic  structure. 


Upcoming  Events 

At  the  Gould  Bam 

Old  Time  Radio 
Mel  Simons 

Sunday,  February  13,  3:00  PM 

Annual  Meeting  & Potiuck 
(Members  Only) 

Friday,  March  1 1,  7:00  PM 

Kids*  Corner 

Think  computer  tech- 
nology is  a new  in- 
vention? Consider  these 
moments  in  history  that  led  to  computers.. 


Gates  Matching  Gift  i 

I 1 

i Joseph  Cerrell  of  Seattle,  WA,  a long  | 
i time  fiiend  of  Barbara  Carpenter,  I 

I made  a gift  to  the  Society  in  her  j 

I memory  that  was  matched  by  the  Bill  | 
I and  Melinda  Gates  Matching  Gift 
I program.  It  was  thoughtful  of  him  to  j 

I remember  Barbara,  a dedicated  ! 

I Priscilla  Capen  Herb  garden  volunteer,  j 
i in  this  way.  I 

i : i 


Videotaping  Recollections 

The  Society  directors  would  like  to 
renew  the  practice  of  videotaping 
some  of  the  town’s  older  residents 
as  a way  of  preserving  the  town’s 
history.  If  you  would  like  to 
participate  or  know  someone  who 
would,  please  call  Jan  Jansen  at 
978-974-0811. 


Contributors 

Editor/Desiener 

Norm  Isler 

Anne  Banett 

1800  BC:  Babylonian  mathematician 
develops  algorithms  to  resolve  numerical 
problems. 

500  BC:  Bead  and  wire  abacus  originates 
in  Egypt. 

1000;  Gerbert  of  Aurillac  or  Pope 
Sylvester  II  devises  a more  efficient 
abacus. 

1624:  Wilhelm  Sdiickard  builds  first  four- 
function  calculator-clock  at  the  University 
of  Heidelberg. 

1642:  Blaise  Pascal  builds  the  first 
numerical  calculating  machine  in  Paris. 
1673:  Gottfried  Leibniz  builds  a 
mechanical  calculating  madiine  that 
multiplies,  divides,  adds  and  subtracts. 
1805:  Joseph-Marie  Jacquard  invents 
perforated  card  for  use  on  his  loom. 

1833;  Charles  Babbage  designs  the 
Analytical  Machine  that  follows 
instructions  from  punched-cards.  It  is  frie 
first  general  purpose  computer. 

1884:  Herman  Hollerith  applies  for  patents 
for  automatic  pundi-card  tabulating 
madiine. 

1886:  William  Burroughs  develops  the 
first  commercially  successful  me^anical 
adding  machine. 

1890:  Dr.  Herman  Hollerith  constructs  an 
electromechanical  machine  using 
perforated  cards  for  use  in  the  U.S.  census. 
1903:  Nikola  Tesla,  a Yugoslavian  v^o 
worked  for  Thomas  Edison,  patents 
electrical  logic  circuits  called  gates. 
(Source:  www.cyberstreet.com) 
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Willowdale  and  Bradley  Palmer 

Had  it  not  been  for  Bradley  Palmer’s 
foresight,  effort  and  generosity,  his  5 
square  miles  of  property  would  not  exist 
for  our  use  and  enjoyment  today,  yet  few 
people  know  the  history  behind  the  large 
and  lovely  park  so  many  of  us  enjoy. 

Bom  in  1866  in  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania,  Palmer  graduated  from 
Phillips  Exeter,  Harvard  and  Harvard 
Law  Schcx)!.  After  practicing  with  his 
father’s  law  firm  in  Wilkes-Barre,  he 
moved  to  Boston  to  practice  at  Storey 
and  ITiomdike,  soon  to  be  called  Storey 
Thorndike  Palmer  and  Dodge. 


an  ice  house,  equipment  sheds  and  a 
pumphouse  with  a 10,000  gallon 
reservoir.  This  property  he  called 
Willowdale.  At  the  peak  of  operations  it 
employed  35-40  people,  and  die  poultry, 
eggs  and  produce  from  the  farm  were 
sold  and  used  to  feed  the  employees. 

Palmer  had  a four-mile  steeplechase 
course  constructed  aroimd  his  property 
and  the  first  race  meet  was  held  in 
November  of  1 9 1 1 . Several  races  were 
held  that  day,  of  varying  levels  of 
difficulty,  and  all  racers  were  required  to 
be  amateurs.  Over  the  years  the  races 
attracted  an  ever-wider  hst  of  participants 
and  spectators. 


Wvi' 


He  was  involved  with  a number  of 
prominent  businesses,  including  United 
ruit  and  Gillette  Company.  He  worked 
th  other  corporations  as  well, 
becoming  a director  of  at  least  ten 
companies.  During  WW I he  was 
appointed  U.S.  Representative  and  was 
involved  in  drafting  the  Treaty  of 
Versailles  and  a separate  treaty  with 
Germany,  for  which  he  received 
decorations  from  France,  Belgium  and 
Rumania.  In  WW  n he  served  the 
government  with  his  legal  expertise. 

Palmer  was  rather  tall  and  stocky,  with  a 
reputation  as  being  rather  taciturn  and 
terse  in  speech.  Underneath  though,  he 
was  a gentleman,  demonstrating 
generosity  and  consideration  for  his 
employees.  He  remained  a bachelor,  but 
was  a frequent  and  gracious  host  at  both 
his  Boston  residence  and  Willowdale. 


After  moving  to  Boston,  Palmer  became 
attracted  to  this  area  and  began  acquiring 
parcels  of  land  along  the  Ipswich  River 

•and  beyond.  One  parcel  near  Asbury 
Ptreet  contained  a farmhouse  where  he 
hved  until  he  built  his  fieldstone  home 
in  1902.  His  property  included  stables, 
outbuildings,  greenhouses,  animal  pens. 


No  races  were  held  in  1918  or  1919,  but 
resumed  thereafter  and  remained  popular 
for  many  years.  The  late  1930’s  saw  a 
decline  in  their  popularity,  and  no  races 
were  held  during  WW  H.  Although  they 
resumed  in  1946,  they  only  lasted  until 
1950. 

Palmer  loved  Willowdale  and  wanted  it 
to  be  protected  forever.  With  this  in 
mind,  he  began  gifting  it,  beginning 
in 193  7 with  a gift  of  2,400  acres,  Imown 
as  Willowdale  State  Forest.  190  acres 
with  Hood’s  Pond  beach  access  were 
gifted  to  Topsfield  for  pubhc  use.  In 
1944  he  gave  over  750  acres  to  create 
what  we  know  as  Bradley  Palmer  State 
Park,  adding  an  additional  107  acres  and 
his  house  and  structures  upon  his  death  in 
1946. 

We  have  Palmer  to  thank  for  some  of  our 
most  cherished  protected  public  outdoor 
spaces.  At  one  time,  it  was  possible  to 
walk  from  Palmer’s  home  to  the 
Topsfield  Town  Beach  without  leaving 
his  property,  and  much  of  that  space  has 
remained  intact  for  future  generations  to 
eniov.  Thank  vou,  Bradlev  Pahner! 


Contributors 

Edhor/Desiener 

Norm  Isler 

Anne  Barrett 

Upcoming  Events 

At  the  Gould  Barn 

Annual  Meeting  & Potluck 

(Members  Only) 

Friday,  March  11,  7:00  PM 

Don’t  miss  the  beautiful  Capen  House 
miniature  replica,  on  display  at 
Wenham  Museum  - Route  lA,  Wenham 


Kids’  Comer 

Even  before  the  Europeans 
arrived  on  the  shores  to  settle 
in  the  “ New  World”,  the 
Mic  Mac  (Mi’kmaq)  and  Maleseet  Indians 
of  Atlantic  Canada  had  been  fishing  the 
seas  for  lobster  for  hundreds  of  years. 

Long  ago,  lobsters  were  so  plentiful  that 
they  often  were  found  on  the  beach  at  low 
tide,  and  would  wash  up  on  shore  in  large 
storms.  The  tasty  crustacean  was  known 
as  “Wolum  Keeh”  to  the  Mic  Macs,  and 
was  a soiuce  of  food,  fertilizer,  and 
ornamental  material.  In  just  400  years  the 
lobster  population  has  declined  so  greatly 
that  if  you  were  to  throw  a net  out  now 
you  would  be  lucky  to  get  any  at  all! 

Long  ago,  before  traps  were  used, 
lobsters  were  fished  from  the  shallow 
waters  by  spearing  or  gaffing.  Fishermen 
hunted  for  lobsters  by  torch  light  on  calm 
evenings,  spearing  them  as  they  crawled 
aroimd  in  search  of  food.  During  the  day 
they  would  spread  a shck  of  oil  over  the 
surface  of  the  water  darkening  the  water 
below,  and  then  throw  out  cod  heads  for 
bait.  The  Idjsters  would  sv/arm  around 
the  bait  and  the  fishermen  would  spear 
them.  Although  there  was  no  real 
commercial  maricet  for  lobster  at  this  time, 
some  fishermen  did  sell  their  catch  to 
make  money.  Because  the  lobsters  were 
worth  more  if  there  were  no  spear  marks  in 
them,  the  fishermen  began  using  wire 
cages  to  trap  the  animals  so  they  could  get 
a better  price.  There  was  such  an 
abundance  of  lobster  long  ago  that  it  was 
not  a valued  commodity  and  was 
considered  a poor  nran’s  food.  It  wasn’t 
until  the  second  half  of  the  19th  Century 
that  the  lobster  industry  began  to  flourish. 

Excerpted  from  http://www.parLns.ca 
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“The  Shoe” 

In  1997  Pulitzer  prize  winning  archi- 
tecture critic  Ada  Louise  Huxtable 
hailed  the  building  as  “...the  single  most 
important,  and  generally  unrecognized 
concrete  landmark  in  this  country...” 
Fortune  Magazine,  64  years  earlier,  had 
pronounced  the  company  that  built  it 
“...the  bluest  of  the  blue  chip 
investments...” 

Take  a stroll  through  today’s  Cummings 
Center  to  relive  the  history  of  the  United 
Shoe  Machinery  Corporation  (USM), 
one  of  the  true  titans  of  twentieth 
century  industrial  capitalism.  In  the 
process,  visit  the  mammoth  engineering 
marvel  that  was,  at  its  birth  in  1905,  the 
largest  factory  in  the  world. 

The  construction  of  “The  Shoe”  had  a 
profound  effect  on  Beverly.  Immigrant 
^kborers  arrived  by  the  thousands. 
’Neighborhoods  like  Ryal  Side, 
Gloucester  Crossing  and  Shingleville 
were  built,  and  populated  by  USM 
workers.  Schools  were  built,  and  even 
the  landscape  was  harnessed  as  the  tidal 
areas  of  the  Bass  River  were  shaped  into 
the  upper  and  lower  Shoe  ponds. 
Engineer  Ernest  Ransome’s  patented 
system  of  “armored  concrete”,  common- 
ly known  today  as  reinforced  concrete, 
leapfrogged  previous  building  tech- 
nology, easily  accomodating  the  weight 
of  the  heavy  machinery  on  the  upper 
floors  while  its  curtain  wall  design 
opened  up  an  astonishing  90%  of  ex- 
terior wall  surfaces  for  windows.  Such 
early  attention  to  ergonomics  was  no 
accident.  Like  their  pioneering  architect 
the  equally  prescient  founders  of  USM 
envisioned  a much  kinder,  gentler  work- 
place than  that  which  was  common  at 
the  turn  of  the  twentieth  century.  In 
addition  to  the  acres  of  windows  flood- 
llllg  the  factory  floor  with  daylight,  “The 
^^oe”  boasted  mechanical  ventilation 
systems,  large  clean  restrooms,  an  in- 
house  hospital,  and  later  on,  a rooftop 


dining  room,  country  club,  marina,  even 
employee  vegetable  gardens.  An  inno- 
vative collaboration  with  the  Beverly 
Public  School  system  produced  an  on-site 
vocational  school  to  help  train  the  thou- 
sands of  workers  needed  to  staff  the 
factory. 

Rewarding  employees  with  good  wages 
and  benevolent  working  conditions, 
USM’s  founders  reasoned,  would  pay 
steady  dividends  in  worker  productivity 
and  loyalty.  A clean,  airy  factory  would 
reduce  accidents,  mistakes  and 
downtime.  A well-paid  and  well-treated 
workforce  would  see  no  need  to  unionize 
and  disrupt  manufacturing  with 
restrictive  rules  and  work  stoppages. 

Best  of  all,  USM  could  easily  afford  to 
pursue  its  policy  of  shared  largess.  Its 
creation  through  the  merger  of  three 
industry  leaders  at  the  dawn  of  the 
mechanization  of  shoemaking  instantly 
bequeathed  it  a monopoly.  For  decades 
afterward,  USM  sold  and  serviced  up  to 
95%  of  the  machines  used  by  shoe 
manufacturers  worldwide. 

USM’s  research  division,  second  in  size 
only  to  GM,  reportedly  registered  over 
9,000  US  patents,  while  the  factory 
churned  out  the  machines  that  made  the 
world’s  footwear.  Like  the  other  indus- 
trial giants  “The  Shoe”  turned  its 
expertise  to  war  material  during  WWI 
and  WWII,  producing  precision-made 
artillery  barrels  and  aerial  torpedoes. 
Ironically,  the  company’s  worldwide 
industry  dominance  ultimately  proved  to 
be  its  downfall.  A federal  anti-trust 
action  initiated  in  1911  was  finally  settled 
60  years  later  with  the  breakup  of  USM. 
By  the  late  1980’s,  USM  had  relocated  to 
Wilmington,  MA  and  the  factory  passed 
from  Black  & Decker  to  Cummings. 
Today  Cummings  Center  houses  over 
400  separate  organizations. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  Cummings  Properties 
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Kids’  Corner 

Most  cultures  have 
some  sort  of  stick 
and  ball  game,  cricket  being  the  most  well- 
known.  While  the  exact  origins  of  baseball 
are  unknown,  most  historians  agree  that  it 
is  based  on  the  English  game  of  rounders. 
It  became  quite  popular  in  this  country  in 
the  early  19th  century,  and  many  sources 
report  the  growing  popularity  of  a game 
called  "townball",  "base",  or  "baseball". 

Throughout  the  early  part  of  that  century, 
small  towns  formed  teams,  and  baseball 
clubs  were  formed  in  larger  cities.  In  1 845, 
Alexander  Cartwright  wanted  to  formalize 
a list  of  rules  by  which  all  teams  could 
play.  Much  of  that  original  code  is  still  in 
place  today. 

The  first  recorded  baseball  contest  took 
place  a year  later,  in  1 846.  Cartwright's 
Knickerbockers  lost  to  the  New  York 
Baseball  Club  in  a game  at  the  Elysian 
Fields,  in  Hoboken,  New  Jersey.  These 
amateur  games  became  more  frequent  and 
more  popular.  In  1 857,  a convention  of 
amateur  teams  was  called  to  discuss  rules 
and  other  issues.  Twenty-five  teams  from 
the  northeast  sent  delegates.  The  following 
year,  they  formed  the  National  Association 
of  Base  Ball  Players,  the  first  organized 
baseball  league.  In  its  first  year  of 
operation,  the  league  supported  itself  by 
occasionally  charging  fans  for  admission. 
The  future  looked  very  bright. 

In  the  years  of  the  Civil  War,  the  number 
of  baseball  clubs  dropped  dramatically. 

But  interest  in  baseball  was  carried  to 
other  parts  of  the  country  by  Union 
soldiers,  and  when  the  war  ended  there 
were  more  people  playing  baseball  than 
ever  before.  The  league’s  annual 
convention  in  1 868  drew  delegates  from 
over  100  clubs.  A great  start  to  a great 
eame!  From  WWW. baseball ! com 
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Report  of  the  School  Committee 
Of  Toiisfield 
For  the  Year  1859-’60 

The  following  excerpts  are  from  an 
actual  copy  of  the  above-mentioned 
report. 

The  School  Committee,  in  accordance 
with  law,  would  make  the  following 
Report: 


The  North  School 
Has  been  taught  by  females,  both 
summer  and  winter.  The  Summer  Term 
by  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Gould,  of 
Topsfield,  Whole  number  of  pupils,  28: 
average  attendance,  22  19-60;  length  of 
school,  3 months;  wages  of  teacher, 
$13.33;  making  the  average  attendance 

I about  80  per  cent. 

^ On  examination  day  there  were  2 1 
scholars  present.  Miss  Gould  kept  a 
well-regulated  school;  almost  perfect 
order  and  discipline  were  manifest,  and 
such  improvement  as  might  be  expected 
from  good  order  together  with 
faithfulness  in  the  teacher. 


The  Committee  thinks,  from  the 
evidence  presented  to  them,  that  Miss 
Gould  should  be  commended  for  her 
fidelity  and  success 

The  Winter  Term  of  the  North  School 
was  likewise  kept  by  a female  - Miss 
Caroline  E.  Batchelder,  of  Topsfield. 
Length  of  school,  3 months  and  2 weeks; 
wages  of  teacher,  $22.00;  whole  number 
of  scholars,  25;  average  attendance,  18 
1-2;  making  the  average  attendance 
about  74  per  cent. 

In  describing  the  results  of  an 
examination,  the  authors  of  the  report 
^ave  the  following  example. 

In  our  several  visits  to  the  schools  we 
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have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the 
minds  of  the  teachers  and  pupils  the 
desirableness  and  even  necessity  of  more 
attention  to  this  branch  (reading). 
Sometimes  teachers  do  not  fully 
appreciate  the  importance  of  these 
directions,  and  have  allowed  their  pupils 
to  go  through  without  correcting  when  in 
fault,  and  have  received  one  single 
definition  of  a word  which  the  pupil  had 
looked  out  in  the  dictionary  as  sufficient. 
Sometimes  this  definition  would  be  as 
little  understood  as  the  original  word  in 
the  text,  and  it  might  not  be  at  all 
applicable  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  in 
that  place.  To  illustrate,  by  an  incident 
which  actually  occurred  in  one  of  the 
schools  at  an  examination: 

The  word  “exhale”  occurred  in  a reading 
exercise.  When  questioned  as  to  the 
meaning  of  “exhale”,  “To  send  out,”  was 
the  prompt  answer  by  the  pupil. 

Now  that  answer  did  not  satisfy  us 
without  some  qualification  and  we  added, 
“to  send  out  air  or  vapor.”  The  scholar 
had  been  instructed  to  give  but  one 
definition  from  the  dictionary,  and  in  this 
case,  when  we  demurred  to  receiving  the 
answer,  was  supported  by  the  teacher. 
Although  this  was  a part  of  the  definition 
of  Webster,  it  was  no  definition  without 
the  qualification. 

We  “send  out”  missionaries  to  the 
heathen,  but  we  do  not  “exhale”  them. 

We  “send  out”  ships  to  Europe,  but  we 
do  not  “exhale”  them;  or  it  would  hardly 
do  to  say  we  “exhale”  water  from  the 
pump  or  fire  engine.  It  is  confined  to 
aeriform  fluids.  This  shows  the  absurdity 
of  receiving  a part  of  a definition,  or  even 
a whole  one,  if  it  do  not  answer  to  stand 
in  place  of  the  word  defined,  and  support 
its  meaning. 
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Less  than  one  hundred 
years  ago,  women  in 
the  U.S.  couldn’t  vote. 

Here  are  some  highlights 
that  led  up  to  the  passage  of  the  1 9* 
amendment  in  1920. 

1776  - Abigail  Adams  writes  to  her 
husband,  John,  who  is  attending  the 
Continental  Congress  in  Philadelphia, 
asking  that  he  and  the  other  men— who 
were  at  work  on  the  Declaration  of 
Independence— "Remember  the  Ladies." 
John  responds  with  humor.  The 
Declaration's  wording  specifies  that  "all 
men  are  created  equal." 

1833  - Oberlin  College  becomes  the  first 
coeducational  college  in  the  United  States. 
In  1841,  Oberlin  awards  the  first  academic 
degrees  to  three  women.  Early  graduates 
include  Lucy  Stone  and  Antoinette  Brown. 

1848  - The  first  women's  rights 
convention  in  the  United  States  is  held  in 
Seneca  Falls,  New  York.  Many 
participants  sign  a "Declaration  of 
Sentiments  and  Resolutions"  that  outlines 
the  main  issues  and  goals  for  the  emerging 
women's  movement.  Thereafter,  women's 
rights  meetings  are  held  on  a regular  basis. 

1866  - Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  and  Susan 
B.  Anthony  form  the  American  Equal 
Rights  Association,  an  organization  for 
white  and  black  women  and  men  dedicated 
to  the  goal  of  universal  suffrage. 

1878  - A Woman  Suffrage  Amendment  is 
introduced  in  the  United  States  Congress. 
The  wording  is  unchanged  in  1919,  when 
the  amendment  finally  passes  both  houses. 

1912  - Theodore  Roosevelt's  Progressive 
(Bull  Moose/Republican)  Party  becomes 
the  first  national  political  party  to  adopt  a 
woman  suffrage  plank. 

1916  - Jeannette  Rankin  of  Montana 
becomes  the  first  American  woman 
elected  to  represent  her  state  in  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives. 
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Topsfield  and  the 
American  Revolution  Display 

Topsfield’ s role  in  the  American 
Revolution  has  been  researched  by 
several  Gordon  College  students 
working  for  credit  under  the 
guidance  of  Professor  K.  David 
Goss.  Funded  by  a grant  from  the 
John  Kimball,  Jr.  scholarship 
program,  a superb  display  has  been 
created,  now  on  view  at  Proctor 
School.  If  you  attended  the  May  3 
town  meeting  you  must  have  seen 
this  impressive  work  including  one 
of  the  students  dressed  in  a 
Continental  Army  uniform.  If  not, 
you  will  have  another  opportunity 
^when  school  closes  in  June  and  the 
llisplay  moves  to  the  town  library.  If 
you  miss  both  showings  you  will  still 
have  a chance  to  learn  about  the 
project  by  virtue  of  a booklet  that  is 
being  created  to  document  the 
students  findings.  Society  Director 
Bill  Whiting  also  taped  Goss’  April 
presentation  on  this  subject  to  the 
Society.  A great  job  by  the  students. 
Professor  Goss  and  Consultant  Mary 
Ellen  Smiley. 

Strawberry  Festival 


Saturday,  June  11,  2005  will  mark  the 
Society’s  39'^  Annual  Strawberry 
Festival,  which  over  the  years  has  de- 
veloped into  a town  wide  event  hosting 
about  100  crafts  and  over  30  non  profit 
organizations.  This  year  a junior  crafts 
fair  by  children  will  be  featured,  and  the 
929ers  Banjo  Band  will  be  on  hand  to 

I Provide  entertainment  This  is  a great 
place  to  Christmas  shop  for  unique  gifts, 
enjoy  the  music  and  of  course  have 
some  strawberry  shortcake  too. 


Historic  Marker  Project 

At  the  April  board  meeting  the 
Society  directors  approved  a 
historic  marker  project  aimed  at 
identifying  a top  half  dozen  historic 
sites  in  town.  Identification  will  be 
by  bronze  plaques  set  in  stone 
bases.  A shopping  list  of  about  25 
potential  locations  has  been  created 
and  is  being  reviewed  for  selection. 
One  location  chosen  thus  far  is  22 
Boardman  Lane,  site  of  five 
generations  of  the  Smith  family, 
ancestors  of  Joseph  Smith,  founder 
of  Mormonism.  Samuel  Smith 
(1714-1785)  was  Topsfield’s 
representative  to  the  First  Provincial 
Congress  in  1774  and  was  a captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  A second 
site  is  the  Congregational  Church 
location  where  three  such  meeting 
houses  have  provided  a place  for 
spiritual  communion  and  worship 
for  over  three  hundred  years  and 
where  generations  of  the  Smith 
family  worshiped.  Like  many 
families  in  the  area,  the  Smiths  were 
noted  for  their  Revolutionary 
patriotism  and  religious  devotion. 

If  any  of  our  readers  have 
suggestions  for  other  sites  please 
submit  them  to  the  Society  at  the 
address  above  for  consideration. 

Strawberry  Festival  Volunteers!!! 

As  always,  we  need  volunteers  to  make 
this  event  happen:  Friday  night  hullers, 
Saturday  servers,  ticket  sales,  clean  up,  to 
mention  some  of  the  tasks.  Please  help 
your  Society  and  have  fun  doing  it.  If  you 
can  spare  an  hour  or  so  to  help  please  call 
Chairman  Norm  Isler  at  (978)  887  9724. 
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Upcoming  Events 

Strawberry  Festival 
June  11^  10  AM  to  3 PM 

Priscilla  Capen  Herb  Society  Tea 
June  29  & July  27,  2-4  PM 

Herb  Society  Doll  Tea 

August  24,  2-4  PM 

Kid’s  Corner 

Who  built  all 
tbe  stone  walls 
in  Topsfield??? 

While  we  don’t  know  who  built  each  wall 
we  do  know  the  story  of  one  builder, 

William  Buckner  Taylor  (1814-1911). 

William  was  from  Norfolk,  Virginia  and  on 
March  10,  1862  at  age  18,  he  enlisted  into 
the  Confederate  service  as  a private.  On  July 
3,  1863  Taylor  was  captured  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  where  his  regiment,  part  of  the 
9*  Virginia  Brigade,  had  taken  part  in 
Pickett’s  famous  charge.  He  was  confined  at 
Fort  McHenry,  MD  then  transferred  to  Fort 
Delaware,  and  then  to  Point  Lookout,  MD 
where  he  was  paroled  and  exchanged  on 
February  18,  1865.  He  rejoined  the  Con- 
federate army  and,  on  April  1 , 1 865,  was 
captured  a second  time  at  the  battle  of  Five 
Forks,  Virginia.  He  took  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance,  signing  with  his  mark. 

Sometime  after  the  war  he  married  a lady 
from  Troy,  NY,  settling  in  Topsfield  and 
raising  several  children.  There  was  little 
work  to  be  found  in  the  South  after  the  war 
which  may  be  one  reason  he  stayed  in  the 
North.  He  was  employed  building  stone 
walls  and  was  very  good  at  his  trade.  He  was 
well  liked  by  his  fellow  veterans  even 
though  he  had  fought  on  the  other  side. 

When  he  died  in  1911  he  was  buried  in  the 
Pine  Grove  cemetery  surrounded  by  the 
graves  of  his  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
buddies.  During  the  nineties  Vietnam 
veteran  and  ex  POW  Tim  Perkins  of 
Boxford  did  considerable  research  about 
Taylor  and  arranged  to  have  a proper 
Confederate  headstone  placed  at  his 
gravesite  where  it  can  be  seen  today. 
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Topsfield  Town  Records  Excerpts 

This  following  excerpts  are  from  the 
Topsfield  Town  Records. 


This  19  of  aprill  1698  ye  land  granted  to 
Mr.  Capen  at  ye  last  end  of  his 
homested:  is  bounded  as  followeth 
beginning  at  ye  comer  bounds  formerly 
stated  which  is  an  elme  tree:  on  a 
straight  line  to  a small  samp  oake  with 
stones  aboute  it:  and  from  thence  to  a 
small  stump  with  stones  about  it:  and 
from  thence  to  ye  southerly  comer 
bounds  of  Mr.  Capens  land  ye  old 
Bouncs:  all  ye  land  now  aded  to  Mr. 
Capen  is  about  three  quarters  of  an  aker: 
sargt  Houlet  being  with  us  in  ye  doeing 
what  wee  did  witness  our  hands  as  select 
men. 


John  How 
Elisha  Firkins 


At  a lawfull  meeting  of  ye  freehoulders 
and  others  alowed  by  law  of  Topsfield 
ye  10'*’  of  May  1699  quartermaster 
Firkins  was  chosen  Rerpresentative  to 
sarve  at  ye  next  Generali  Court  to  be 
houlden  at  Boston  on  ye  3 1 of  this 
instant  as  ye  worrent  directs. 


Whare  as  B oxford  hath  petesioned  for 
sum  of  our  land  and  it  is  to  be  herd  at  ye 
next  Generali  Court  and  quarter  master 
Firkins  is  Chosen  to  answer  ym  in  ye 
Towns  behalf. 


Capt  John  Gould  and  Lieut  Thomas 
Baker  and  Ephraim  Dorman  are  chosen 
to  Joyne  with  ye  Representative  our 
agent  to  git  what  strength  thay  can  and 
draw  up  reasons  and  pleas  in  ye  behalfe 
of  our  Towne  in  preperasion  for  ye 
Generali  Court  to  answer  Bosfords 

•Claimes  of  our  land  viz  Cap  Goulds 
farme  and  mr  Endicut  farme. 


Society  Participates  in 
ENHC  Trails  & Sails 

This  is  the  year  to  discover  Trails  & 
Sails:  A Weekend  of  Walks  and 
Water.  There  is  a terrific  line-up  of 
events  from  Saturday  morning  through 
Sunday  evening,  September  24  and  25, 
that  will  keep  you  busy  exploring  the 
nooks  and  crannies  throughout  the 
Essex  National  Heritage  Area. 

Trails  & Sails  is  a weekend  of 
opportunities.  It  features  two  days 
filled  with  more  than  150  free  events 
hosted  by  more  than  75  sites  and 
organizations  throughout  the  Essex 
National  Heritage  Area.  This  is  your 
chance  to  finally  visit  the  museum 
down  the  street,  row  a dory  across  the 
harbor,  take  a guided  tour  of  the  woods 
you  commute  past  each  day!  If  you 
haven’t  been  there  since  you  were  in 
school,  this  is  the  time  to  go  again  and 
take  your  family  and  friends.  It  is  this 
collection  of  cultural,  historic  and 
natural  resources  that  make  Essex 
County  such  a wonderful  place  to  live 
and  work.  Take  this  opportunity  to 
visit,  explore  the  resources,  become  a 
member  and  have  some  fun. 

The  Society  is  hosting  the  following: 

Early  Furitan  Families:  Family  Life  in 
the  Bay  Colony  of  the  1600s,  Topsfield 

Time:  Saturday  - 10  AM,  12  FM,  2 FM 

Location:  Topsfield 

Hosted  by:  Topsfield  Historical  Society 

Event  length:  45  minutes 

Age  requirement:  3 and  older 

Farticipant  limit:  30 


For  more  information  on  Trails  & Sails 
visit  www.essexheritage.org. 
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Upcoming  Events 

Art  & Artists  of  the  North  Shore 
Jim  McAllister 
September  16***,  7:30  PM 


Bus  Trip  to  North  Conway 
October  5“* 

Contact  Ruth  Brandes  978  887  5625 


Kid’s  Corner 


Here  are  some  Fun  Facts! 


The  John  Bull,  named  for  the  British 
equivalent  of  Uncle  Sam,  was  one  of 
the  first  successful  “locomotive 
steam  engines”  in  the  United  States. 
In  1831,  it  arrived  from  England  in 
pieces  packed  in  crates-without 
assembly  instructions!  Although 
Isaac  Dripps,  a 19-year  old  American 
mechanic,  had  never  seen  a 
locomotive  before,  he  and  his  crew 
had  the  John  Bull  reassembled  and 
running  in  just  10  days. 

I 

Where  do  you  keep  notes  to  yourself 
and  papers  that  you  want  to  keep 
handy?  iPresident  Lincoln  tucked 
important  papers  inside  his  top  hat. 

Lexington  was  the  most  famous 
horse  in  19th-century  America.  He 
was  so  fast  that  in  1855,  he  ran  his 
most  important  race  against  the 
clock — not  another  horse!  Lexington 
ran  four  miles  in  7 minutes,  19  and 
3/4  seconds,  setting  a world  speed 
record  that  would  stand  for  twenty 
years.  His  skeleton  appears  above. 

Check  out  www.ainericanhistory.si.edu 
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Local  Lore  's 

The  Topsfield  Historical  Society  Newsletter 

WEB  Address  (http://www.topsfieldhistorv.org) 


Historic  Marker  Project 

This  project  is  aimed  at  identifying  the 
top  half  dozen  historic  sites  in  town.  Two 
of  them  are  rapidly  coming  to 
completion;  one  at  22  Boardman  Lane, 
site  of  five  generations  of  the  Smith 
family,  ancestors  of  Joseph  Smith, 
founder  of  Mormonism.  The  second  is 
the  Congregational  Church  location 
where  three  such  meetinghouses  have 
provided  a place  for  spiritual  communion 
and  worship  for  over  three  hundred  years 
and  where  generations  of  the  Smith 
family  worshipped. 

Working  with  the  Mormon  Historic  Sites 
Foundation,  the  Society  has  come  up 
with  the  following  dedication  program 
which  you  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 


Kimball  Scholarship  News 

The  Trustees  are  pleased  to  announce  that 
awards  totaling  $15,000.00  were  made  this 
year  to  six  applicants.  They  are:  Sarah 
Keats  Smith,  Elon  University  history 
student;  Patrick  Sheridan  Rossi,  St. 
Lawrence  Univer-sity  history  student, 
Proctor  School  advanced  history 
curriculum,  Jeanne  Pickering,  Salem  State 
history  class,  Patrick  Mahoney,  Salem 
State  master’s  studies  and  David  Goss, 
Topsfield  and  the  Civil  War  Gordon 
College  student  project.  Congratulations 
and  best  wishes  to  all.  As  a reminder,  an 
application  form  and  instructions  for  2006 
can  be  found  on  the  Society’s  web  site: 
www.topsfieldhistorv.org. 


Shot  Heard  Round  the  World 


^|he 


e first  ceremony  is  scheduled  for  10 
Saturday,  October  15*  at  the  rear  of 
the  Congregational  Church  property 
where  a bronze  plaque  set  on  a granite 
base  will  be  dedicated.  The  second 
ceremony  will  take  place  at  22  Boardman 
Lane  at  10:45  the  same  morning.  It  will 
also  be  in  the  form  of  a bronze  plaque  set 
on  a granite  base. 

On  the  Friday  evening  before,  October 
14*,  there  will  be  a 7:30  PM  performance 
at  the  Topsfield  Fairgrounds  Coolidge 
Hall  by  the  Latter  Day  Saints  Boston 
Institute  Choir  and  by  a presentation  by 
Professor  Joseph  McConkie,  a Smith 
descendent,  on  Joseph  Smith’s 
connection  to  Topsfield. 

Bruce  June’s  abolitionist  presentation 
listed  on  the  annual  schedule  for  October 
14*  will  be  rescheduled  to  February. 

Attendance  is  expected  to  be  high,  so  it  is 
suggested  that  if  you  plan  on  attending 

•W  come  early,  particularly  to  the  Friday 
fening  activity  where  seating  is  limited. 

I Hope  to  see  you  there. 
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Editor/Designer 


Norm  Isler 


Anne  Barrett 


The  display  “Topsfield  and  the  Shot  Heard 
Round  the  World”  by  the  Gordon  College 
students  is  set  up  in  the  public  library 
where  it  will  remain  for  the  month  of 
September.  If  you  haven’t  seen  it  yet  this  is 
your  opportunity  to  learn  about  local 
history  that  is  really  national  in  scope.  One 
of  the  students  gave  a presentation  on  his 
research  on  September  29  at  the  library. 

We  are  honored  that  the  Middleton 
Historical  Society  has  invited  us  to  join 
them  in  a Harvest  Supper  on  Sunday, 
October  16,  4-6  PM  at  their  museum. 
Participants  will  bring  traditional  harvest- 
time foods  (hams,  baked  beans,  corn,  cider, 
pies,  etc.).  There  will  be  entertainment,  a 
slide  show  of  Middleton's  historic  sites  and 
the  museum  will  be  open  for  viewing.  — 
Anyone  interested  in  attending  should  call  Carol 
Smith  978-777-0534,  Bob  Kelly  978-774-9025 
or  Henry  Tragert  978-774-7603  by  October  10. 


Jack  O’Lantern  continued  - beets.  They  placed 
a light  in  them  to  ward  off  evil  spirits  and 
keep  Stingy  Jack  away.  These  were  the 
original  Jack  O'Lanterns.  In  the  1 8(X)'s  a 
couple  of  waves  of  Irish  immigrants  came 
to  America.  The  Irish  immigrants 
discovered  that  Pumpkins  were  bigger  and 
easier  to  carve  out  for  Jack  O'Lanterns. 
http://www.pumpkinnook.coin 


Upcoming  Events 

LDS  Boston  Institute  Choir 

October  14,  7:30  PM,Coolidge  Hall 

Joseph  Smith  Marker  Ceremony 

October  15,  10  AM,  Cong.  Church 

Witches  Roost  Halloween  Party 

October  30,  2:00  PM 


Kid’s  Corner 

The  Irish  brought  the  tradition 
of  the  Jack  O'Lantern  to  America, 
original  Jack  O'Lantern  was  not  a pumpkin. 
The  Jack  O'Lantern  legend  goes  back 
hundreds  of  years  in  Irish  History  and  as  the 
story  goes.  Stingy  Jack  was  a miserable  old 
drunk  who  liked  to  play  tricks  on  everyone: 
family,  friends,  his  mother  and  even  the 
Devil  himself.  One  day,  he  tricked  the  Devil 
into  climbing  up  an  apple  tree.  Once  the 
Devil  climbed  up  the  apple  tree.  Stingy  Jack 
hurriedly  placed  crosses  around  the  trunk  of 
the  tree.  The  Devil  was  then  unable  to  get 
down  the  tree.  Stingy  Jack  made  the  Devil 
promise  him  not  to  take  his  soul  when  he 
died.  Once  the  devil  promised  not  to  take  his 
soul.  Stingy  Jack  removed  the  crosses  and 
let  the  Devil  down. 


Many  years  later  when  Jack  died,  he  went  to 
the  pearly  gates  of  Heaven  and  was  told  by 
Saint  Peter  that  he  was  too  mean  and  too 
cruel  and  was  not  allowed  to  enter  heaven. 
He  then  went  down  to  Hell  where  the  Devil 
kept  his  promise  and  would  not  allow  him  to 
enter  Hell.  Now  Jack  was  scared  and  had 
nowhere  to  go  but  to  wander  about  forever 
in  the  darkness  between  heaven  and  hell.  He 
asked  the  Devil  how  he  could  leave  as  there 
was  no  light.  The  Devil  tossed  him  an  ember 
from  the  flames  of  Hell  to  help  him  light  his 
way.  Jack  placed  the  ember  in  a hollowed 
out  Turnip,  one  of  his  favorite  foods  which 
he  always  carried  around  with  him  whenever 
he  could  steal  one.  From  that  day  onward. 
Stingy  Jack  roamed  the  earth  without  a 
resting  place,  lighting  his  way  as  he  went 
with  his  "Jack  O'Lantern".  On  all  Hallow's 
eve,  the  Irish  hollowed  out  turnips, 
rutabagas,  gourds,  potatoes  and  ( Cont’d  left ) 
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Local  Lore 

The  Topsfield  Historical  Society  Newsletter 


WEB  Address  (Tittp://www.topsfieldhistorv'.org) 
Email:  webmaster@topsfieldhistoty.org 
P.O.  Box  323,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts  01983 


Historic  Deeds 

Every  town  in  Essex  County  has  a Native 
American  heritage  and  we  are  fortunate 
that  the  Registry  of  Deeds  has  been 
maintaining  a continuous  listing  of  land 
ownership  since  1639.  Thanks  to  Tom 
O’Leary,  a retired  employee  of  the 
Registry,  digital  conversion  of  all  the 
earliest  records  were  being  done  when  he 
identified  about  25  with  the  names  of 
Native  Americans  marked  with  bows  and 
arrows.  The  Registry  website 
w ww.salemdeeds.com  has  a section 


entitled  “Native  American  Deeds 
Collection”  which  includes  a text  version 
(for  ease  of  reading)  of  the  deed  which 
Masconomet,  chief  of  the  Agawam  tribe, 
signed  when  he  sold  the  land  which  is 
now  Ipswich,  Boxford,  Topsfield  and 
Middleton  to  John  Winthrop  in  1637- 

«38  for  40  pounds.  Masconomet  helped 
: colonists  survive  in  return  for 
protection  against  the  Tarratines  in  Maine 
who  would  periodically  launch  attacks  on 
Masconomet’s  tribe.  Later,  to  be  certain 
that  the  documentation  was  permanent,  a 
committee  was  appointed  by  the 
Topsfield  selectmen  to  secure  signatures 
of  Masconomet’s  closest  descendents, 
which  they  did  in  1701.  That  deed  can  be 
viewed  in  text  form  at  the  website. 


Notice  to  Genealogists 

Essex  County  Society  of  Genealogists 
reminds  those  doing  genealogical  and  local 
history  research  that  tho’e  is  a vast  amount  of 
referaice  material  in  the  Marcia  Wiswall 
Lindbert  Room  at  Lynnfield  Public  Library. 
They  have  goiealogies  and  femily  histories, 
Essex  Coimty  Probate  Records  1640-1808, 
Intematicm  Genealogical  Index  of  tiie  Latter 
Day  Saints,  and  military  records  going  back 
to  the  American  Revolution,  and  many  more 
reference  materials. 


nbrary  hours  are  Maiday-Thursday,  9 AM 
' 9 PM,  Friday  and  Saturday  9 AM  to  5 PM. 
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Before  Parson  Capen 

After  the  settlers  in  New  Meadows 
became  somewhat  numerous,  divine 
worship  was  attempted,  William 
Knight  being  the  first  preacher,  so  far 
as  can  be  ascertained.  His  service 
covered  a period  of  about  four  yeas 
from  1639-43.  It  is  known  that  he  had 
trouble  with  the  ecclesiastical  courts  in 
England,  and  therefore  left  the  country, 
arriving  in  Salem  in  1636  or  1637. 
Between  1620  and  1640  no  record  was 
kept  in  England  of  those  Puritans  who 
came  to  New  England;  therefore  it  is 
difficult  to  identify  the  William  Knight 
who  took  his  B.A.  at  Queen’s  College, 
Cambridge,  in  1608,  with  Topsfield’s 
first  preacher.  If  they  are  identical, 
then  this  preacher  was  a contemporary 
at  Cambridge  of  Cotton,  Hooker, 
Wilson,  Francis  Higginson  and  Ezekiel 

Rogers.  1907  “Congregational Church  Manual" 


Society  Notes 

The  ceremony  to  unveil  the  historic 
markers  on  October  15*  on  the 
Congregational  Church  property  and  at 
22  Boardman  Lane  was  well  attended 
despite  the  rain,  as  was  the  perfor- 
mance at  the  Topsfield  Fairgrounds 
Coolidge  Hall  by  the  Latter  Day  Saints 
Boston  Institute  Choir.  Thanks  to 
Norm  Isler  and  the  other  organizers  of 
this  very  historic  event. 

Thanks  to  Gretchen  Rehak  and  her 
team  for  putting  on  another  successful 
Halloween  Witches’  Roost. 

The  Parson  Capen  House  Thanksgiving 
Open  House  that  welcomed  a steady 
stream  of  people  was  made  possible 
this  year  by  the  Rolsma  and  Barrett 
families  and  Meg  Philpot. 

These  events  are  a great  opportunity  to 
make  people  aware  of  the  role  the 
Society  plays  in  the  wider  community. 


Upcoming  Events 

Holiday  Party  (members  only) 

December  16*,  7 PM 

Mary  Todd  Lincoln 

Presented  by  Patricia  Perry 
January  22,  3 PM 

Kid’s  Corner 

The  tradition  of  birthday  parties  started 
in  Europe  a long  time  ago.  It  was  feared 
that  evil  spirits  were  particularly  attrac- 
ted to  people  on  their  birthdays,  so  to 
protect  them  fi-om  harm,  fi'iends  and 
family  would  come  to  be  with  the  birth- 
day person  and  bring  good  thoughts  and 
wishes.  Giving  gifts  brought  even  more 
good  cheer  to  ward  off  the  evil  spirits. 
This  is  how  birthday  parties  began. 

At  first  it  was  only  kings  who  were 
recognized  as  important  enough  to  have 
a birthday  celebration  (maybe  this  is 
how  the  tradition  of  birthday  crowns 
began?).  As  time  went  by,  children 
became  included  in  birthday  celeb- 
rations. The  first  children's  birthday 
parties  occurred  in  Germany  and  were 
called  Kinderfeste.  How  do  our 
northern  and  southern  neighbors 
celebrate  birthdays? 

In  Atlantic  Canada  (Nova  Scotia,  Prince 
Edward  Island,  New  Brunswick  and 
Newfoundland)  the  birthday  child  is 
ambushed  and  their  nose  is  greased  for 
good  luck.  The  greased  nose  makes  the 
child  too  slippery  for  bad  luck  to  catch 
them.  This  tradition  is  reputed  to  be  of 
Scottish  decent. 

In  Mexico  a pihata  made  out  of  paper 
mache  in  the  form  of  an  animal,  is  filled 
with  goodies  and  hung  fi'om  the  ceiling. 
The  birthday  child  is  blindfolded  and 
hits  the  pinata  until  it  is  cracked 
open.  The  children  share  the  goodies. 
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Some  New  Year  History 

"Happy  New  Year!"  That  greeting  will 
be  said  and  heard  for  at  least  the  first 
couple  of  weeks  as  the  new  year  gets 
under  way.  But  the  day  celebrated  as 
New  Year's  Day  in  modem  America  was 
not  always  January  1. 


The  celebration  of  the  new  year  is  the 
oldest  of  all  holidays.  It  was  first 
observed  in  ancient  Babylon  about  4000 
years  ago.  In  the  years  around  2000  BC, 
the  Babylonian  New  Year  began  with 
the  first  New  Moon  (actually  the  first 
visible  crescent)  after  the  Vernal 
Equinox  (first  day  of  spring). 

The  beginning  of  spring  is  a logical  time 
to  start  a new  year.  After  all,  it  is  the 
season  of  rebirth,  of  planting  new  crops, 

Pi  of  blossoming.  January  1,  on  the 
ler  hand,  has  no  astronomical  nor 
agricultural  significance.  It  is  purely 
arbitrary. 

The  Babylonian  new  year  celebration 
lasted  for  eleven  days.  Each  day  had  its 
own  particular  mode  of  celebration,  but 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  modem  New  Year's 
Eve  festivities  pale  in  comparison. 

The  Romans  continued  to  observe  the 
new  year  in  late  March,  but  their 
calendar  was  continually  tampered  with 
by  various  emperors  so  that  the  calendar 
soon  became  out  of  synchronization 
with  the  sun. 


In  order  to  set  the  calendar  right,  the 
Roman  senate,  in  153  BC,  declared 
January  1 to  be  the  beginning  of  the  new 
year.  But  tampering  continued  until 
Julius  Caesar,  in  46  BC,  established 
what  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  Julian 
Calendar.  It  again  established  January  1 
kthe  new  year.  But  in  order  to 
lichronize  the  calendar  with  the  sun, 
Caesar  had  to  let  the  previous  year  drag 
on  for  445  days. 
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Although  in  the  first  centuries  AD  the 
Romans  continued  celebrating  the  new 
year,  the  early  Catholic  Church 
condemned  the  festivities  as  paganism. 
But  as  Christianity  became  more 
widespread,  the  early  church  began 
having  its  own  religious  observances 
concurrently  with  many  of  the  pagan 
celebrations. 

During  the  Middle  Ages,  the  Church 
remained  opposed  to  celebrating  New 
Years.  January  1 has  been  celebrated  as  a 
holiday  by  Western  nations  for  only 
about  the  past  400  years. 

Other  traditions  of  the  season  include  the 
making  of  New  Year's  resolutions.  That 
tradition  also  dates  back  to  the  early 
Babylonians.  Popular  modem  resolutions 
might  include  the  promise  to  lose  weight 
or  quit  smoking.  The  early  Babylonian's 
most  popular  resolution  was  to  return 
borrowed  farm  equipment. 

The  Tournament  of  Roses  Parade  dates 
back  to  1886.  In  that  year,  members  of 
the  Valley  Hunt  Club  decorated  their 
carriages  with  flowers.  It  celebrated  the 
ripening  of  the  orange  crop  in  California. 

Although  the  Rose  Bowl  football  game 
was  first  played  as  a part  of  the 
Tournament  of  Roses  in  1902,  it  was 
replaced  by  Roman  chariot  races  the 
following  year.  In  1916,  the  football 
game  returned  as  the  sports  centerpiece. 


Happy  New  Year! 


The  Way  to  Cure  a Bad  Husband 

From  “Ladies’  Album”  - c.  1849 

One  farmer  Potter,  of  the  Parish  of  Bow,  in 
Devonshire,  a man  much  inclined  to 
sottishness,  having  occasion  to  sell  a yoke 
of  oxen,  drove  them  to  Credition  fair, 
about  6 or  7 miles  distant,  and  meeting 
with  a good  fair  entertainment  and  jovial 
companions,  he  was  mightily  in  his 
element,  and  did  not  cry  to  go  home,  but 
tarried  there  some  weeks,  singing  the 
songs  of  the  drunkard,  until  at  last  he  was 
disposed  to  set  out  for  Bow,  and  taking  his 
landlord  with  him  they  soon  arrived  at  the 
farmer’s  house,  where  he  expected  to  meet 
with  a warm  reception  from  his  wife;  but 
the  good  woman  had  formed  a better 
resolution.  Upon  the  sight  of  his  wife, 
who  came  to  the  door,  he  accosted  her 
with  “So  Grace  I am  returned;”  to  which 
she  answered,  “I  see  you  are,  my  dear;  you 
are  very  welcome.”  “But,”  said  he,  “I 
have  brought  another  man  with  me.” 

Quoth  she,  “He  is  welcome  too,  for  your 
sake.”  “But,  my  love,”  said  he,  “1  have 
sold  my  oxen.”  “My  dear,”  replied  she, 
“you  went  to  the  fair  for  that  purpose.” 
“I’ve  spent  the  money.”  “If  you  have,” 
quoth  she,  “’twas  no  more  than  your  own.” 

“But  farther  than  that,”  said  he,  “I  have 
gone  a score  to  the  amount  of  forty 
shillings,  and  here  is  my  landlord  come  for 
it.”  “If  so,”  said  she,  “I’ll  go  upstairs  and 
fetch  it  for  him,”  which  she  did  immed- 
iately, and  afterwards  treating  the  landlord 
with  a pitcher  of  cider  and  a pipe  of 
tobacco,  in  an  amicable  manner  he  took 
his  leave.  The  farmer  being  so  charmed 
with  the  good  economy  of  his  wife,  told 
her  with  tears  in  his  eyes  he  would  never 
do  so  any  more,  and  declared  her  his 
darling,  and  the  best  of  women,  and  from 
thence  lived  temperate  and  happy  to  his 
death.  But  had  she  stormed  in  the  manner 
too  many  women  are  wont  to  do  on  such 
an  occasion,  there  is  the  greatest 
probability  in  the  world  he  would  have 
pursued  his  vicious  course  of  life,  and 
brought  down  poor  Dame  Grace’s  gray 
hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave. 
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